'AFTER  ACHILLES'

6 Young England' group of politicians to which Disraeli
and the Lord John Manners of that day(belonged; the
George Smythe who was said to have occasionally de-
livered blank-verse speeches in the House of Commons.
Now, the novel of 'Angela Pisani'ls full of recondite
literary and historical allusions; its author delighted to
revel in such perverse ingenuity for the bewilderment
of his readers. One of our company cited a comparison
made by somebody in the novel, and he called upon any
guest present to give an explanation of the comparison
if he could. He who propounded the conundrum pro-
fessed to have himself plucked out the heart of its mys-
tery, and he challenged any of us to, give the solution.
He added with grim and scornful humour the request,
'Now, please don't all of you call out the answer to-
gether.' The caution was superfluous, as he well knew
it would be; we all gave it up except Lord Rosebery.
He explained the allusion with perfect accuracy. Now,
I do not mean to make too much of this triumph of
reading and memory, but I think it was somewhat re-
markable that a man who had so many various pursuits
to occupy his time and his thoughts should have got at
the meaning of an allusion which had completely puzzled
so many professional authors and scholars. I dare say
Lord Rosebery has forgotten all about the incident long
ago, but to my mind it was a curious illustration of
that peculiar mental capacity which can spread itself
out over so many fields, and can yet pick up with such
precision, and at a moment's notice, any object sought
in any one of them.

It has been my good fortune to meet Lord Rosebery
often, to enjoy his hospitality in London and at Dal-
meny, and it is mere commonplace to say that nobody
ever talked to him on any subject without getting some
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